
The school and the halls of residence are taking 
shape as the roofs go under construction
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The present drive on the project is to get both the school 
and the halls of residence wind and weather tight to allow 
the internal fi nishes works to get underway.
The inner skin of the residence’s walls at fi rst and second 
level and the inner lining sheet of the roof are all in place.  
The windows will be installed over the next few weeks.  The 
ground fl oor has a diff erent form of construction but it will 
move forward over the coming weeks so the internal fi t out 
can get started in July.
The school’s structural steelwork roof frame is in place now 
and the central fl at roof element has been installed barring 
the glazed roofl ights that will follow later.  The objective 
now is to position the inner lining sheet of the pitched roof 
sections to the south and north sides of the central atrium.  
This will largely stop the vertical rain from getting in, but 
Shetland’s renowned horizontal rain remains a challenge 
for a few weeks yet as we work to close the walls of the 
school requiring further cladding and glazing.
In the coming months we will fi nalise the activities currently 
underway as well as complete the roof and start the glazing 
to make the buildings weather tight following which internal 
works and the forming of rooms will get underway.
The team has started the construction of the car park 
and are moving ahead with the access road from the new 
roundabout connecting up to Staney Hill which is the last 
element of signifi cant rock breaking on the project.  We 
have been breaking out drainage channels over the past 
few weeks and the Staney Hill rock remains determinately 
hard but we are getting there.  We are preparing to tackle 
the fi nal stretch of the access road connecting to the ex-
isting Staney Hill Road over the next few weeks so here’s 
hoping for softer going.

It’s a real privilege to be able to visit the new school site every 
month and see the rapid changes and it’s amazing to see this 
huge building going up. Mark and his team are always happy 
to answer our questions and explain technical details. Every 
visit gets more exciting and we can’t wait to get into our new 
school!
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The month, we’ve participated in a 
couple of national initiatives “Child 
Safety Week” and “Open Doors”.
Child Safety Week saw us in 
Commercial Street along with 
Ivor Goodsite (Lowrie Simpson 
in disguise). The day was a great 
success. We met lots of local 
children and their parents, a cruise 
ship full of tourists and a few 
curious locals who wanted to know 
which face cream Lowrie was using. 
Members of our local team as well 
as those from further afield joined 
in to help including one of our local 
site managers, Sean MacKenzie, 
who brought another potential 
recruit, his son Barclay. Sadly, we 
had to tell Sean along that our plan 
was to finish the School by next 
September thereby destroying the 
hopes of his 15 month old son of 
having a role in the build! One of our 
other Site Managers, Adrian Smith, 
also lent a hand ably supported by 
David Black of SQCL who brought 
a digger. Hopefully the event got 

the message out that while building 
sites may look like an adventure 
playground, it is full of dangers for 
young trespassers.  We had trouble 
prising Lowrie out of his costume 
as it is the most attention he has 
had from his public for a long time!
Open Doors was all about 
showcasing the construction 
industry to members of the public, 
school children and studentsthe 
who might be thinking about a 
career in construction or who are 
curious about opportunities in 
construction.  The event took place 
on Wednesday 15 June at the site 
and was well attended by groups 
from Anderson High School and 
Shetland College as well as other 
interested locals.  We appreciated 
the interest in our profession and 
hope that we conveyed the breadth 
of opportunities that there are for 
people of every age and background 
to develop a career among its multi-
faceted opportunities.

Ivor Goodsite meets the kids

Sean and Barclay take the controls of the digger


